CAMDEN'S   "BRITANNIA"

BRITAIN : or a chorographical description of the most flourishing Kingdoms,
England^ Scotland and Ireland^ and the Hands adioyningj out of the depth
of Antiquitie : beautifad with Mappn of the several! Shires of England ;
Written Jirtt in Latins by William Camden, Clarenceux K, of A,
Translated newly into English fy JP/tildmon Holland* Londini, Imfensis
Georgii Bishop & Joannh Norton, M.DC.X,

THERE is no more remarkable example of the differ-
ence between the readers of our light and hurrying
age and those who obeyed " Eliza and our James/'
than the fact that the book we have before us at
this moment, a folio of some eleven hundred pages,
adorned, like a fighting elephant, with all the
weightiest, panoply of learning, was one of the most
popular works of its time. It went through six
editions, this vast antiquarian itinerary, before the
natural demand of the vulgar released it from its
Latin austerity; and the title-page we have quoted
is that of the earliest English edition, specially
translated, under the author's eye, by Dr. Phil6mon
Holland, a laborious schoolmaster of Coventry. Once
open to the general public, although then at the
close* of its first quarter of a century, the Britannia
flourished with a new lease of life, and continued
to bloom, like a literary magnolia, all down the
seventeenth century. It is now as little read as
other famous books of uncompromising size. The
bookshelves of to-day are not fitted for the reception